
Mathematics:  
Mathematical language and problem solving are key to developing 
able mathematicians. The children will develop their mathematical 
understanding and counting skills through number rhymes and 
stories. They will learn to recite numbers forwards and backwards to 
20 and accurately count sets of objects to 20 saying one number for 
each object. They will learn to recognise numbers to 10 and then 20 
and begin to place them in order.  
They will learn to create and describe patterns with colours and 
shapes and sort groups of objects looking carefully at their 
properties. They will play games and build models using 2D shapes 
using positional language. We will recite the days of the week and 
begin to use our fingers to find one more/one less. 
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Understanding of the World – 
Technology 
At the beginning of the term, the children 
will explore ‘making marks’ and the ways 
we use technology to write and draw. 
They will develop their knowledge of the 
keyboard and use a range of devices. 
They will begin to type their first name 
and log into their own area on the school 
system.  
Later on in the term, we will look at ‘toys 
and machines’ The children will build an 
early foundation for programming by 
investigating different technologies and 
digital toys in the classroom. They will 
begin to use simple programming 
language to play robot and control 
simple onscreen and physical devices. 

 
 
 
 

Communication, Language and Literacy 
At the beginning of the term the children will be listening 
and joining in stories with familiar settings, repeating 
and patterned language including rhyme. They will learn 
how to hold a book and tell stories through pictures, 
developing their story telling language. Our phonic work 
will focus on Phase 1 sound discrimination before 
moving on to introducing individual letter sounds, 
recognition and Phase 2 blending and segmenting. 
Later in the term the children will explore the differences 
between fiction and non- fiction and will hear stories and 
poems about toys. They will learn to sequence familiar 
stories and recite poems about light. In the lead up to 
Christmas they will write letters to Santa. Once the 
children are secure with a hand full of letter sounds and 
blending and segmenting, we will introduce individual 
and group reading.  

 

Understanding of the World:  The 
World 

We will start the year by exploring the 
topic ‘all about me’. The children will 
learn about families and homes and 
explore “belonging”. We will learn 
about Harvest as we listen to the 
story of Little Red Hen and make our 
own bread.  
They will learn about their five senses 
and how they use these to explore 
their environment. They will design 
and make musical instruments as 
they explore sound, hearing and 
sense of taste. Over the weeks we 
will explore seasonal change as the 
Summer ends and we start to see 
signs of Autumn and go for a nature 
walk. The children will learn how light 
is used in a variety of celebrations 
including bonfire night, Diwali, Advent 
and Christmas. In our ‘toys’ topic we 
will investigate toys from the past and 
hopefully have some visitors to share 
their childhood toys. 
 

 

 

Expressive Arts and Design: Exploring Materials 
and Techniques  
At the beginning of term the children will explore a 
range of techniques and colouring mixing. They will 
learn about Picasso’s portraits and Andy 
Goldsworthy land art and create their own original 
works of art using natural materials. In music they 
will learn new songs and explore how to make a 
range of sounds using percussion instruments. Later 
in the term the children will explore celebrations of 
light including Diwali. They will make firework 
pictures, splatter paintings, rangoli and mehndi 
patterns. The children will have opportunity to extend 
and develop their language skills in a range of role 
play situations including a home corner, shop and 
Santa’s Grotto. 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
As the children settle into their new classroom we will be 
learning to take turns and share. We will think about what makes 
a good friend and how we can help others. We will learn to 
follow class rules and routines. 
Later on in the term we will be exploring feelings and keeping 
safe. We will learn about safety for bonfire night and how to 
keep safe when crossing the road or using electricity. 

Class 1 

Physical Development 
At the beginning of the term, children will focus 
on managing their own personal hygiene and 
being responsible for their own belongings. We 
will play parachute and ring games and explore 
dance and movement in the hall. They will 
develop their large motor skills during PE and 
outdoor learning as we focus on movement, 
jumping and travelling.  There will be lots of 
opportunities for the children to develop their 
fine motor control as they work on following 
patterns and letter formation. They will learn to 
control scissors and other equipment.


