
Progression of Skills in History 

 
KS1 Lower KS2 Upper KS2 

Pupils will learn to: 
 place a few events, people and objects in the correct 
time order. 

 begin to recognise the differences between ways of 
life in the past and present. 

 find answers to simple questions about the past by 
using stories and other sources. 

 use the right historical words to explain the passing of 
time. 

 understand how the achievements of famous people 
from the past have influenced our lives. 

 understand ways in which we can find out about the 
past. 

 begin to ask questions to find out about things from 
the past.   

Pupils will learn to: 
 show an understanding of chronology and order of 
events, people and objects. 

 understand that the past can be divided into different 
periods of time. 

 understand and use abstract historical. 

 use terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’. 

 understand the historical events, people and changes 
of the period that I am studying. 

 give some reasons for the main events and changes for 
the period that they are studying. 

 understand different ways that the past is shown. 

 devise historically valid questions. 

 use sources of information in ways that go beyond 
simple observations to help them answer questions about 
the past.   

 pick out and put together information for the period that 
they are studying. 

 construct simple informed responses. 

 be able to describe some of the main events, people 
and periods they have studied. 

 understanding some of the ways in which people’s lives 
have shaped this nation . 

 describe how Britain has influenced & been influenced 
by the wider world. 

Pupils will learn to: 
 understand the similarities and differences between 
different periods of time and know some significant dates. 

 to make connections between features of past societies 
and periods. 

 use knowledge to describe the individual and special 
features of past societies and times. 

 describe, give reasons and results for the main events 
and changes for the period being studied. 

 show how features of the past have been retold and 
interpreted in different ways. 

 understand how evidence is used to make historical 
claims. 

 evaluate which sources of evidence are reliable and 
most useful for particular tasks. 

 evaluate, pick out and put together information from a 
range of sources for the period that they are studying. 

 to produce structured narrative and analyses using 
important dates and historical terms. 

Children will develop the above skills through the 
following topics: 

 Victorian Times: Homes and schools 

 Transport and Great Explorers 

 The Seaside: Holiday in the Past with a focus on  
Grace Darling 

 Historical Events: The Great Fire of London And 
Samuel Pepys, Poppy Day and The Gunpowder plot 

 Toys: Old and New 

 Famous People: Nurturing Nurses 

Children will develop the above skills through the 
following topics: 

 Pre Roman Britain: Stone-age to Iron Age 

 Non-European Society: Mayan Civilisation 

 Ancient Civilizations: Ancient Egypt 

 Roman Britain: Julius Caesar and the power of his 
army, the roman empire & links to a local study Romans 
at St Albans 

 A local History Study: The impact of the rail ways. 

 Anglo-Saxons and Scots 
 

Children will develop the above skills through the 
following topics: 

 Anglo-Saxons and Vikings 

 Shang Dynasty 

 Extended Chronological Study: Crime and Punishment 

 Extended Chronological Study: WW2 and the Battle of 
Britain 

 British Monarchs: ‘Riotous Royalty’ 

 Ancient Civilizations:  Ancient Greece 

 


