
Mathematics  
Mathematical language and problem solving are key 
to developing able mathematicians. We will develop 
our mathematical understanding and counting skills 
through number rhymes and stories. We will learn to 
recite one number for each item in order: 1, 2,3,4,5 
(stable order and 1 to 1 correspondence) and know 
that the last number reached when counting a small 
set of objects tells you how many there are in total 
(‘cardinal principle’). We will learn to subitise (know 
how many without counting) and recognise and 
describe patterns in numbers. We will compare 
quantities using language: ‘more than’, ‘fewer than’. 
We will learn to create and describe patterns with 
colours and shapes and will learn to sort and 
classify, identifying what is the same and what is 
different and how many are in a set. Later comparing 
the amounts in sets and objects including length. 
 

 
Literacy 
At the beginning of the term we will be listening and 
joining in stories with familiar settings, repeating and 
patterned language including rhyme. We will learn how 
to hold a book and tell stories through pictures, 
developing our story telling language. Our phonic work 
will focus on Phase 1 sound discrimination before 
moving onto introducing individual letter sounds, 
recognition and Phase 2 blending and segmenting. 
Later in the term we will explore the differences between 
fiction and non- fiction and will hear stories and poems 
about toys. We will learn to sequence familiar stories 
and recite poems about light. In the lead up to 
Christmas we will write letters to Santa. Once the 
children are secure with a handful of letter sounds and 
blending and segmenting, we will introduce individual 
and group reading. 

Autumn Term 
2021 

Understanding of the World 
We will start the year by exploring the topic 
‘all about me’. We will share our Bridger 
folders and talk about members of our 
family, naming and describing people who 
are important to them. We will learn about 
different families and houses and homes in 
the present and past. We will learn about 
Harvest as we listen to the story of Little 
Red Hen and make our own bread. We will 
learn about our senses and use these to 
explore different natural materials and the 
environment around them. We will explore 
the signs of autumn and go for a nature 
walk talking about what we see. We will 
learn how light is used in a variety of 
celebrations including bonfire night, Diwali, 
Advent and Christmas. In our ‘toys’ topic, 
we will investigate toys from the past and 
make our own puppets. We will use simple 
drawing and painting software to create 
digital pictures and begin to type our name. 

Expressive Arts & Design 
At the beginning of term, we will explore 
colour mixing and use a range of materials. 
We will learn to recognise the primary 
colours and name them using different 
sized paint brushes for our work. We will 
learn about Andy Goldsworthy land art and 
create leaf printings and collaborative 
pieces of work. In music, we will learn new 
songs and explore rhymes and poems. 
Later in the term we will explore 
celebrations of light including Diwali and 
Christmas. We will make firework pictures, 
splatter paintings, rangoli and mehndi 
patterns.  

Communication and Language 
We will develop our language skills by listening to and 
joining in with stories and sharing our Bridger folders. 
We will learn to speak in a small group and listen to 
others. We will learn to listen to and follow one and two 
step instructions. We will use language to imagine and 
recreate roles in our changing role play area. 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
As we settle into our new classroom, we will be 

learning the classroom routines and rules and how to 

make friends. We will learn to play in a group and 

select and use resources. We will learn to manage 

our own needs and develop appropriate ways to be 

assertive, understanding how others might feel. We 

will think about what makes a good friend and how we 

can help others and solve conflict. 

 

Physical Development 
At the beginning of the term, we will focus on managing 
our own personal hygiene and being responsible for 
our own belongings. We will play parachute and ring 
games and explore dance and movement in the hall. 
We will develop our large motor skills during PE and 
outdoor learning as we focus on movement, jumping 
and travelling. There will be lots of opportunities for us 
to develop our fine motor control as we work on 
following patterns and letter formation. We will learn to 
control scissors and other equipment including cutlery. 
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